CMTA must be a REALY
Awi-ittho or gani
have so many different
activities plane d € .

You hit THAT nail on the
head, brother!!

March

March 5™ CMTA General Meeting: 9:30 a.m. at Wildwood United Methodist Church, 8911 FM
1488, Magnolia
Directions: The church is about 2 miles west of the 1488 / 2978 intersection on FM 1488.
Program: A New Rel ease Wor ks h drgndthebysicBRazlc ky Br yant
Deadlines/Significant Agenda Items:
- Betty Clampitt Piano Contest Entries due to Shirley Cheung
- Cash Award Contest Entries due to Don Harris
- Member of the Year Nominations due to Becky Landreth, NCTM

March 6" Spring Festival at West Conroe Baptist Church, 1855 Longmire, Conroe
Directions: The church is west on NORTH Loop 336 at the intehrsection of N. Loop 336 and
Longmire. Enter building C.

March 27" Playathon at Music and Arts Store, Portofino Shopping Center

March 28"  Performance Contest Local Winners Recital at Sherman Clay PianoMax
Directions: 7530 FM 1960 West, Houston. 4:00 PM. (across from Willowbrook Mall)

(continued on next page)



March 29th World of Music Test

March 20-24 MTNA National Convention in Albuquerque.
Note: Early registration extended to March 8.

April gt CMTA General Meeting: 9:30 am at Woodlands Public Library, 2101 Lake
Robbins Dr
Program:iHow t o Get Our Students Started On Writi
Presenter: Linda Anthony
Deadlines/Significant Agenda Items:
- CMTA Senior Award Applications due to Gena Hughey
- CMTA Senior Scholarship for Continuing Studies in Music Applications due to Gena
Hughey
- CMTA Officer Elections for 2010-2011
- Vote for CMTA 2009-2010 Member of the Year

April 10™ CMTA Betty Clampitt Piano Contest & Recital at First Baptist Church, Conroe,
600 N. Main St.

April 18" CMTA Cash Award Contest at Forshey Piano Co., The Woodlands

Apr 30" CMTA End of Year Dinner: 6:30 p.m. at Timber Ridge Presbyterian Church
Program:ACash Award Contest Winners Recitalo
Deadlines/Significant Agenda ltems:

- CMTA Judy Collins and Phyllis Kypke Summer Camp Scholarship Applications due to
Stephanie Teed

- TMTA Senior Awards Applications Due to TMTA State Coordinator (forms online at
www.tmta.org)

- Installation of Officers

- CMTA Member of the Year Presented

TMTA Senior Awards Applications due to TMTA State Coordinator (forms online at
www.tmta.org)

June

June 7 CMTA Ensemble Concert and Awards Program

June 10-13" TMTA Convention in Arlington
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DONOT FORGE

Daylight Savings Time
begins on Sunday,
March 14 ™, 2010.
Turn Your Clocks
FORWARD ONE HOUR
by 2:00 A.M.




Special March Program
(Bring notepad and pen!!)

Immediately following our
meeting on March 5th, we will
have the privilege of
welcoming Becky Bryant from
the Music Rack back again th
year for yet another invaluablé
and exciting eview of the
best ,-offifep e 8 & s (
releases of piano
compositions. Janet Sheehan
who is the contact person for
the store, will assist Becky.

Becky is an excellent
clinician & pianisd and is
quite adept at pointing out the
more significant musicand
technical qualities in new
repertoire. All levels of
difficulty will be included in
her lecturedemonstration.

As last year, The Music Racl
will be offering discounts to
CMTA members on the musig
that is presented!

Exciting Added Bonus!!

Our Presenter will be bring
all in attendance a copy of a
VERY exciting new method
book by Dr. Helen Marlais,
assisted by Timothy Brown.
We will be among the very
FI RST MTAG6s il
get to view (and take home) a

copy!!

Conroe MTA

March General Meeting

Friday, March 5

!

oe

th_.9:30 a.m.

N Location:

Wildwood United
Methodist Church
(8911 FM 1488,
Magnolia.)
Program:

ifnNew Rel ¢

Presenter:

Becky Bryant from
The Music Rack
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First Day of Spring i March 20"
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Yamaha Recall

Yamaha has recalled 20,000 pianos due to
a problem with the pedal
sticking, causing pianists to play faster
than they normally would,
resulting in a dangerous number of
accidentals. The sticky pedal also
makes it harder for pianists to come to a
full stop at the end of a piece
making it extremely risky for audiences.

(Sorry, Mi nni eé cCo

Two New Members

ltés a real pl easure to extend our war mest
Butler and Michael Stringer. The following biographical information should help you get
acquainted with them.

BARBIE BUTLER: Barbie lives in Willis and is also a member of Kingwood-Humble MTA
where she formerly served as president. Barbie has been a private piano teacher since
1977. She has also taught at Xavier University in New Orleans and lllinois Wesleyan
University. She currently teaches at Lonestar College-Kingwood. In addition to her teaching,
Barbie is pianist for the Kingwood Pops Orchestra and Unity Church. She is a Certified Music
Practitioner through the Music Healing and Transition Program, and has a Bachelor of Music
from LSU in Baton Rouge and a Master of Music from the University of lllinois. Barbie
attended Interlocken Music Camp the summer of 1974.

MICHAEL STRINGER: Michael is currently an elementary music teacher and choral director
within the Conroe Independent School District, as well as a private piano and voice
instructor. Michael and his wife, Valerie, live in the Woodlands where he is Worship Leader
at The Woodlands Church of Christ. Michael graduated from Stephen F. Austin University in
2007 with degrees in Music Education (piano and voice) and Mechanical Engineering.
Michael has taught and directed choirs in North Carolina, Oklahoma, and Lufkin and
Nacogdoches, TX. Michael is a member of Pi Lambda Music Fraternity and toured and
performed throughout Europe with the Stephen F. Austin A Cappella Choir.

i Sheryl Speelman,"2Vice President




Conroe Music Teachers Association General Meeting
Friday, March 5, 20107 9:30 a.m.

Wildwood United Methodist Church _ AL
8911 FM 1488 i Magnolia faph (XS D&)t

Call to Order
Minutes from February 5, 2010 General Meeting

Reports
Officers Reports

Event Reports
Performance Contest i Polly Beaver
Chopi n'BBirthdapRecital i Nancy Hall, NCTM
Spring Festival i Luanne Johns, NCTM
Betty Clampitt Piano Contest i Shirley Cheung
Playathon 7 Holly King
World of Music i Sharon Callahan
Cash Award Contest i Don Harris
Chamber Music i Sheryl Speelman
Ensembles i Stephanie Teed
End of Year Dinner i Polly Beaver

New Business
Officer Nominations 1 (Nominating Committee: Doris Lum-Meyer-NCTM,
Dianne Kaldor-NCTM, and Kristy Cox)
Member of the Year Nominations i Sarah Scott
Make-up Theory Test Policy Proposal i Anna Beth Choate

Other Business

Adjournment of Business Meeting and Door Prize Drawing
(Eligibility for door prize i CMTA members present at 9:30 and adjournment)

March Dates to Remember

5 Betty Clampitt Piano Contest Entries due to Shirley Cheung

Cash Award Contest Entries due to Don Harris

Member of the Year Nominations due to Rebecca Landreth, NCTM
6" Spring Festival at West Conroe Baptist Church,1855 Longmire, Conroe
26" Newsletter Items due to Don Harris
27" Playathon at Music and Arts, Portofino Shopping Center, Shenandoah
28"  Performance Contest Local Winners Recital, Sherma Clay PianoMax,

7530 FM 1960 W.,Houston

29" World of Music Test

April Dates to Remember
g" General Meeting 1T 9:30 a.m. at Woodlands Public Library
Program: fAHow to Get Students Started On Writin
by Linda Anthony

CMTA Senior Award Applications due to Gena Hughey
28" CMTA Senior Scholarship for Continuing Studies in music Applications due to Gena Hughey

Vote for 2009-2010 Member of the Year
10™  Betty Clampitt Piano Contest & Winners Recital
18"  Cash Award Contest
30"  End of Year Dinner and Cash Award Contest Winners Recital



Time for Nominations for CMTA Member of the Year Award for 2009-2010!

It is time to honor one of our CMTA members for their contribution to the music field and to CMTA.
Please read the abbreviated information from the current yearbook as you consider submitting a
nomination for the Conroe MTA Member-of-the-Year for 2009-2010.

The purpose of the award is to honor those who serve CMTA and the local community through music.
Suggested criteria:

1. Office held in CMTA.

2.  Committees served in CMTA and local events worked at for CMTA.

3.  Any other special services rendered to CMTA

4.  Judging CMTA or other musical events.

5.  Public performance.

6.  Public service in a music field.

7. Presentation of seminars or workshops for area teachers and/or associations.

Please see the CMTA 2009-2010 yearbook, page 52 for more details.

Submission of nominations will be taken at the CMTA General Meeting on March 5th. Submissions
may also be made directly to Becky Landreth.

Report on First Dennis Alexander Competition

Elena Bakna has the following to say about being a participating teacher in the event:

| wanted to share with the teachers and students my student's experience at the First Dennis
Alexander Competition that took place in February in Houston. Here is a link to it's website:
http://www.thepianolessonseries.com/dac.html

It was very well organized event that brought together students not only from the Greater
Houston area but also out of town. There were three divisions based on age: up to 10 yrs,
Grades 1-5 (Division I); 11-13, Grades 6-8 (Division Il), and 14-18, Grades 9-12(Division ).
Students performed one required piece by Dennis Alexander and one of free choice. The
judges were Norman Schack, Timothy Hester (UofH) and Dennis Alexander. The winners in
each division received cash prices, trophies, had pictures taken with Dennis Alexander,
received a new score of music signed by him. My student, 10 year old Nathaniel Wu,
competed in older division against 11-13 year old pianists, and received second place. He
was very happy to meet the composer and perform in a Master Class for himd not to mention
how happy he was about cash price!! | believe that this is going to be a very good event for
our studentstogoto. & Elena aBakina

(Editorial note: Thanks for this very interesting and helpful report, Elena!)



March Meeting Day is the
Deadline for CMTA April

Piano Competitions!!

NOTICE

The Cash Award
Application Form is
on NEXTPAGE.

Please print out, on
form per entry and
mail completed
forms to chairman
Don Harris by the
March é" deadline.
(Entries may also b
turned in at March
Meeting.)

Saturday, April 10, 201(
dline for entries is March

-A.. '..

Sunday, April 18, 201

CMTA is very proud of all students and teachers 3

who are busy preparing for these exciting and  §

challenging events! °
000000000000000000000000000000°




CMTA Cash Award Piano Contest Application Form
20092010

Important Instructions to Teachers

Please thoroughly acquaint yourselves with all the main specifics related to the event before enrolling studen
(A copy of the Event Description Sheet in included on the next page of this newsletter for your convenience.)

This will be the & year br this very exciting event, and we are sincerely hoping you will enter as many
students as you can. However, since it is a relatively new event (and somewhat broad in scope), we will all
need to be very cautious in following contest rules as a safeguarelventing any type disqualification for any
one of our ambitious and havebrking young musicians(lIt is especially imperative to read all items listed
under ARepertoire and Requirementso on the Event

Please print out a copy tifis Application Form for each entry, fill in the appropriate information, and either
mail it back to chairman with appropriate fees (($30/entry) by the deadline (M3&HCHR turn the forms and
fees in at the CMTA March MeetindMailed forms and entry fees should be sent to Don H. Harris, 3218
Forest Glen St., Spring, TX 77380) (Check should be written to CMTA!)

STUDENT INFORMATION
Scales and
Name cadences for
Address three different
keys must be
City, State, Zip Code performed. Seq
Description
Phone emai Sheet for
School grade Length of study specifics.
Theory Test Taken: Level Fall Spring Score

Performance Selection # 1

Please include movement and opus number
Composer

Performance time Kewaodle and cadence to be performed:

Performance Selection # 2

Please include movement and opus number
Composer

Performance tim Key of scale and cadence to be performed:

Performance Selection # 3

Please include movement and opus number
Composer

Performance time Key of scale and cadence to be performed:

TEACHER INFORMATION

Name

Address

City, State, Zip Code

Phone email




CMTA Cash Award Piano Contest for Grades 79812

(Sponsored in part by CMTA, Fashey Piano Company, The Music Rack, and an Anonymous Donor)

Purpose: The purpose of this contest is to encourage and recognize high achievement in performance and
theory for student in gradesl2.

Teacher Eligibility: Teacher must be a local, statelaational member through CMTA, and must have met

the CMTA attendance requirements for preceding year (unless in exempt status or a new member). Teachel
who are not members of CMTA or who do not currently meet the meeting attendance rule may emtsristude
this contest with the payment of a $250 per teacherMlember Competition Fee.

Student Eligibility: To be eligible for this contest, a student must be in gradé&sahd must either live within
or be taught within the boundaries of the followmglic school districts: Conroe, Magnolia, Montgomery,
Willis, Kingwood-Humble, Spring, Huntsville, Navasota or Klein Independent School Distf&ttglents of
CMTA teachers must be SA. Theory Test requirasée details below.

Repertoire and requirements:

1. Each applicamhust pass the TMTAA Theory Test for his/her present school grade with a minimum score
of 90.

2. Repertoire is to consist of three piano solo compositions from three contrasting periods performed FROM
MEMORY with a 25minute maximunperformance time.

3. Alist of repertoire to be performed must be submitted with application.

3. A required warrrup to consist of the scale and cadence in the key of each piece in the competition repertoir
will be performed. Scales are to be performad factave hands togethe€Cadences are to bdV\ -I-V-I (and/or
V7-1) and may be in one, two or three positions hands together. For pieces nott compusied ar minor

keys (OR if two of the pieces are in the same key), the student may programdtedazadence for any other
major or minor scale of his/her choice. However, three different keys must be represented in thp.warm
Minor scalesnay be either harmonic or melodic minor.

4. There will be three age groups: Gradés37 grades 940 andgrades 1412.

5. First and Second Place Winners will be invited to perform one selection each at the CMTA End of Year
dinner.

Deadline: March 5, 2010

Date: April 18", 2010 Chairman for 2009-2010 is Don Harris
Location: Forsheysd Musi edddsontds i n The W
Fee:$30 for eligible teachers/students  $250 for noamember (see eligibility)

Application: Included in March Newsletter for printoulll forms must be in the hands of the Chairman
on or before the stated deadline date

All places vl be awarded for each group, if there are sufficient entrants who meet the competition
requirements. There will be no ties awarded.

Awards for each age group:
1% place: $125 + certificate 3% place: $50 + certificate
2" place: $75 + certificate 4" place: $30 + certificate



What does Maxine have to say
about our weake
-- Hang on to your hats !!

‘5 Thf economy (s sobad,
1 got a
yd
Pre — Declined’
credit card in
the mail !

‘The economy is so bad,

I ordered a burger at

McDonalds, and the kid

behind the counter asked, s 't'

“Can you afford fries ‘ 'f} ,?
with that?"' L

..'ﬁ!"




'The economy is so bad, if the
bank returns your check marked

“Insufficrent Funds”, you call and
ask if they meant ¢

you or them.....

"The economy 13 40 bad,
parents in Beverly Hills
fired their nannies and
learned their children's







