Preparatory Concertos for Piano

1._Little Concertino in C – Alexander Peskanov – Willis Music Company- Item # 12628-$2.95

One Piano (Duet Form)

Hands alternating, steady quarter note rhythm – simple melody, staccatos at end, 2ms. Rest to Count at end and whole note ending. C Position – move to LH E –RH F for B section – return of A section; Coda RH up one note.  To end on Ledger High C,E,C.

Mid-Elementary – Introduction of Ledger Lines; Strict Counting, Sequences, Exchange between parts.   
2._Kid Koncerto – George Anson – Willis Music Company-Item # 8529 (Two Pianos)



The Soloist is the Kid in the Concerto! – Deals with creating the musical representation of being 

I. Mad- 3note Clusters crossing hands– hands unison in melody, Triad implementation, measures of rest, Interval of seconds-C-RH, D-flat-LH far ends of the keyboard to Contrary motion back to middle C clusters out to end of piano cluster ending.
II. Sad- Unison octaves, First inversion chords to root position.
III. Bad- one note alternation of hands in 8th Notes, Use of 3rds in RH , Grace Notes, staccatos, Dashing Chromatic Conclusion.
IV. Glad- 6/8 Time - Legato Chromatic descending motive unison to Staccato 3-1 rhythm, contrary motion, grace notes vs. 3-1 rhythm, GLISSANDO at end!!!  
3._Little Concerto – Albert Rozin – Brodt Music Company ( no product number )


  
Mvt 1 - Classical Format in C for opening – orchestra;; Piano Entrance with C major Broken Triads hands crossing in triplets, Quarter note with hands playing in intervals of 6th, B section Unison Hands, Phrasing, Slurs.
Mvt.2 – 6/8 – Unison Hands – Piu Mosso – LH 8th notes with RH Melody

Mvt.3 – 2nds to 6th, Contrary motion to 2nds, B section requires waiting for Tutti, alternating rest measures, return to A section, CODA: “and 2” Rhythm; Conclsuion:Unison to Contrary Scale.

4._Celebration! A Youth Concerto for Piano and Rhythms Ensemble – Lynn Freeman Olson – Alfred # 2074

Mvt. 1 – Ensemble Rhythmic Opening – Piano outlines C major in half note 5ths to theme 1 – in unison, C-C 4-finger alternating hands in 5th to Descending half note motive.  RH melody in Half and Q-notes, Triad LH with broken triad RH sequences, a triplet embellishment introduced.
Mvt. 2 – “Night Lights” – beautiful star glazing movement with 8th notes in broken chords, alternating hand triads, slow Glissandos – ethereal setting.

Mvt. 3 – “Parade” – Marching rhythm, B section slower, melodic – Recap and ending with big finish from top of piano to low piano accent.

5._Concerto in C Major – Catherine Rollin – Alfred # 5448 – Intermediate




Mvt. 1 – 16th/8th note – slur/staccato articulation; dotted rhythm RH/8th notes LH, RH 16th/LH 8th; LH melody-RH- 16th Rhythm; RH-5 finger 16th passage work (later to implement 2-1 fingering for 5 finger passage work,  End to employ interval of 6th for 5/1 fingering of 16ths; 1st and 2nd inversion Half Note End.

Mvt. 2 – Soloist introduces Theme-LH triplet-RH Melody – Introduction of 2against3(2/3)-Adagio

Mvt. 3 – 16th note sequences with the 6th descent rising each sequence in 3rds – RH staccato 6th, dotted rhythm, 2-note slurs, CADENZA!!! Introduction - Written out 16th note trill – triad inversions Ending.

6._Concertino in C Major – Robert Vandall – Myklas Music Press #mp 866





Mvt. 1 – Cut Time; two hand alternating scale passage  work jumping octaves, LH triad with RH same triad broken, CADENZA: “cascade water pattern” RH/LH sequence – slow melodic passage LH 2nd inversion triads

Mvt. 2 – Five Finger 16th-8th note pattern starting in lowest bass clef sequencing to top of piano! Alternating staccato 8th notes patterns in groups of two 8ths going to two-note slur, staccato 8th notes in groups of 3!!

Mvt. 3 – LH staccato triad root position/RH staccato rhythm Introducing Syncopation using rest.  Sequential pattern – plays the “AND” of second beat. Eg. 1, no 2 play “AND” rest 3, play 4 for first motive.  Use of same syncopation now with the REST of 3 and 4 (1 and 2 beats stay intact). B section cascade 8th notes descending with open broken 5th ascending.

7._Joseph Haydn – Piano Concerto in C – Boosey & Hawkes – PFB-111






Mvt. 1 - Charming/Graceful delightful beginning classical work.  Established Alberti bass, one octave scales, double thirds, trills with “tails” -  Cadenza brief.
Mvt. 2 – Minuet/Trio employs some triplets but basically very simple.

Mvt. 3 – Finale – Allegro – 16th note one octave scale, thirds, mordant and trills.
8._Country Concerto for Young Pianists – Howard Kasschau – G. Shirmer/Hal Leonard HL 50291190


Mvt 1 – Fresh with “Gallop” rhythm, broken triads with LH lead outline of chord, Q-note B section – melodic RH, outline of Chord in LH.

Mvt. 2 – C major - entrance on offbeat with 8th notes to triplets to 16ths, RH Melodic LH jumps low Bass to 3rd and triads, RH scales , Change Key for B section a minor – tied notes, dotted rhythms melodic (lots of patience and exact counting), Change Key again to E major (5th of a minor) for Recap to End.
Mvt. 3 – 6/8 fun Vivace – B section use of ties and 3/1 rhythm sequencing by jumps of octaves.

9._Classical Concerto – Martha Mier – Alfred (This is a true winner of a concerto!  Students love this one!!
10._Concertino in D Major – Dennis Alexander – Great One Movement work!  

Introduction of simple meter changes, 16th note hand exchanges and finger work with some short chromatic scale patterns, Light, Bright, Fresh, B section Andante Cantabile – delightful; CADENZA – to a Dashing 16th note exciting conclusion! 
11._Concertante in G Major – Dennis Alexander – Alfred #18103






Mvt. 1 - Grand Opening!!! In triple to duple to syncopated 4/4 – 3/4 all in the Introduction!  16th note melody with descending LH 8th note intervals, RH includes tied notes, dotted rhythms, hand alternation in 16th patterns, CADENZA – Development section 2 ½ pages long!!!  
Mvt. 2 – 6/8 time – soloist starts – introduction of 32nd note embellishment in melody – Rhythmically written out 2/3 – really ingenious and concrete visual for understanding and playing! Orchestra melody with Piano 32nd note LH/RH 32nd note sequence.

Mvt. 3 – Rhythmic – Poly rhythms, changing time signatures frequently in this Rondo.  Wonderful application of subdivision keeping the 16th note the same not matter what the time signature.  Allows for different metric accents for A section.  B section slower still changes meters. Glissandos!!! Return to Faster tempo for exciting end!

12._Concerto in a minor – Jean Williams Associated Music Pub./Hal Leonard HL 500002240


Mvt. 1 – Vigorous Descending Unison 16th note scales into 8th note broken descending triad introduction.

Traditional Concerto work and notation of 16th, 8th, Q-notes – Unison hands to broken 16th between the hands patterns – Transitional material to B section modulating to A-flat Major – slower chordal work, unison arpeggio 4 octaves to 16th note/group of 7 per Q-note ascending scales to CADENZA – Chromatic Scale ascending 4 octaves, actual trill RH, true exciting diversified Cadenza with glissando leading to recap.

ATTACA into 2 Mvt. Largo cantabile – use of 32nd notes RH accompaniment with melodic 8th notes in top by 5th finger RH

ATTACA to 3rd Mvt. Soloist provides transition material into an exciting Tarantella starting in a minor to A Major to conclusion.  

13._ Concerto # 1 in a minor – Beatrice Miller – Summy-Birchard, Inc./Warner Bros. # 0292


Junior Festival Federation Choice – 1997 

Mvt. 1 – Energetic 16th 8th Q-note rthymic A theme – 4 note chords is LH, reach of 7ths, use of legato double thirds in RH in relaxed B section. Pesante energetic ending with one measure of ¾ to 4/4 at close.

Mvt. 2 – RH single note melodic line with LH Chord inversions in 8th notes, legato pedal

Mvt. 3 – Driving intro, Solo use of fast double thirds in C major position embellishment to use of thirds for melodic line RH.  B section in A-flat Major – lyrical – Recap C major – CADENZA- LH cross overs in thirds, 5 finger 16th notes and CODA: uses actual RH octaves, 6ths LH cross-overs driving 3rds, triad to final C chord!
14._Concerto in d minor (with Band Accompaniment)– John Thompson – Willis Music - # 8267



Mvt. 1 - Grand Full Octave Chords Intro. To unison melody, broken L/RH 8th note patterns in duple then triple, Con Espression B section to dotted rhythm - animato.  After Grand Chords into an Andante, then meno mosso into Cadenza back to Tempo 1.  Coda Presto with triplet broken chords to octave conclusion.

 Mvt. 2 – Andantino – 6/8 employs dotted 8th/16th pattern, finger legato/legato pedal.
Mvt. 3 – Allegro Furioso – 2/4 busy 16th note patterns to an Alla Marcia includes tied (“and-2-and”) counting – dotted rhythm – Recap – Tempo 1 back to Alla Marcia, Coda – Brillante!

15._Concerto Romantique – Catherin Rollin – Alfred #18075






A Favorite of Mine!!!

Mvt. 1 –  a minor - Unison opening to Theme in RH, 8th notes in left hand almost alberti-bass introduction, B is molto Expressivo to Development using 1st theme modulating to Recap, return of B (2nd theme),  Tutti 1st theme to CADENZA with all the fun passage work of Cadenzas, Coda: broken triads over keyboard – chord ending.

Mvt. 2 – C Major – Absolutely Exquisite Romance!!! A must play and hear! Employs embellishment using 32nd notes into a dotted 8th note stepping downward.

Mvt. 3 – a minor – Tarantella – 6/8 – B section use of First movement A Major Cantabile in 4/4, return to Tarantella into CADENZA broken chord four octaves in modulation and restatement of tarantella to final Vivace and strident commanding conclusion.

 16._Concerto in G Major – Robert Vandall – Alfred Music BP3124A





Mvt. 1 – Orchestra and soloist start together in LH accompaniment – Soloist brings in melodic theme – to a piu mosso broken octave figure back to Tempo Primo.  CADENZA – appassionato – piu mosso –broken octave – second inversion g major octave conclusion.

Mvt. 2 – Allegretto – unison octave Q and 8th notes, double thirds RH passage/finger legato to espressivo ending in double thirds pp

Mvt. 3 – Vivace – LH broken octaves with RH 16ths, unison cantabile, syncopated second inversion pattern which also ends the movt.

17. Kabalevsky – Concerto No. 3, Op. 50 – International Music - #2172






Mvt. 1 – Fresh, sounds youthful.  Requires good finger legato for slur application in varying interval sequences for Intro.  Introduction of broken chord two octaves with an inserted third pivot.  Poco piu Mosso – driving two-note slur application to a legato.  A triplet Q-note section in 4/4 creates 2/3 sense. CADENZA various sostenuto – accelerando etc and numerous articulations required – all 8th and Q-notes.

Mvt. 2 – Andante – Cantabile espressivo – use of long trills, moving trills, consecutive triads and octaves  in 8th notes, changes keys and meters 4/4 – 6/8 .

Mvt. 3 – Presto – Similarities of the first movement theme including all the fun concerto patterns of hand alternations, finger work, use of trills again, various tempo changes and a presto “to the finish line” conclusion!

18. Concerto for Young Pianists – Matthew Edwards – Hal Leonard - #HL00296356



Another Federation – Junior Festival Choice

Mvt. 1 – Changing meters frequently keeping the 16th notes the same for counting unit. Lots of unison pattern work throughout moment.

Mvt. 2 – Adagio – again unison two octaves apart 8th, Q and Half notes, some 16th note pattern work, dotted rhythm  section, some change in time signatures between 2/4 and 4/4.

Mvt. 3 – Animato – 4/4 – 3/4 alternation by measure for rhythmic pattern, settle into 4/4 again in unison , clusters, hand alternating 3rds, 2-note slurs, chromatic 8th notes and chord tremolo to conclusion.

19. Blues Concerto – Eugenie R. Rocherolle – Belwin Music/Warner Brothers – PAM0202



A One Movement Work

Maestoso Big 4 note chord Introduction – Allegro Moderato jazz rhythm with dotted Q, (another dotted Q) through tied notes and 4th beat quarter. Dotted rhythms and ties throughout; Lyric 8th note B section to CADENZA – in triplet figures back to duple for A theme, B theme restatement/development reinstating big chord implementation, 16th note patterns, to Octave passage work for conclusion

 20._Concerto in C – Leroy Anderson – Theodore Presser # 490-00844





 A mature facility is required for this piece – Very exciting and lovely – recording available on Telarc as CD 80112 entitled American Piano Classic.  Orchestra Parts are available and the family welcomes usage and performance of this concerto.

 21._Concertino for Piano and Orchestra, Op 73 – Johann Nepomuk Hummel – Kjos Music #Wp301

A Fabulous work – deceiving – requires mature facility as do all Hummel Concertos!

