
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CMTA April General Meeting 
Friday, April 9, 2010 

9:30 a.m. 
Woodlands Public Library 

2101 Lake Robbins Drive 
 

Program: ñHow to Get Our Students Started On Writing Their Original 
Compositionsò  (see program details on page 4!) 

Presenter: Linda Anthony 
 Deadlines/Significant Agenda Items: 

-  CMTA Senior Award Applications due to Gena Hughey 
-  CMTA Senior Scholarship for Continuing Studies in Music 

Applications due to Gena Hughey 
-  CMTA Officer Elections for 2010-2011 
-  Vote for CMTA 2009-2010 Member of the Year  
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State for 2006-07ò     by 
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Happy Easter  
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Music can calm the savage beast to the gentleness of a lamb.  

Letõs Make Music !!  

 

Itemized below are CMTAôs final activities for the 2009-2010 Association year and early 
summer. They provide FABULOUIS remaining opportunities for Music Making, 

communicating and sharing with fellow musicians, and being royally entertained as well. 
Mark your calendars now in order to receive the ñMAXò from your CMTA exposure ! 

 

April 9
th CMTA General Meeting: 9:30 am at Woodlands Public Library, 2101 Lake  

  Robbins Dr.  
Program: ñHow to Get Our Students Started On Writing Their Original Compositionsò  
Presenter: Linda Anthony 

 Deadlines/Significant Agenda Items: 
-  CMTA Senior Award Applications due to Gena Hughey 
-  CMTA Senior Scholarship for Continuing Studies in Music Applications due to 

Gena Hughey 
-  CMTA Officer Elections for 2010-2011 
-  Vote for CMTA 2009-2010 Member of the Year               (Continued) 
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Always strive to go a at least one step beyond in worthwhile goals ! 

 

April 10
th CMTA Betty Clampitt Piano Contest & Recital at First Baptist Church, 

   Conroe, 600 N. Main St. 
 

April 18
th CMTA Cash Award Contest at Forshey Piano Co., The Woodlands 

 

Apr. 30
th  CMTA End of Year Dinner: 6:30 p.m. at Timber Ridge Presbyterian Church 

Program: ñCash Award Contest Winners Recitalò  
 Deadlines/Significant Agenda Items: 

-  CMTA Judy Collins and Phyllis Kypke Summer Camp Scholarship 
Applications due to Stephanie Teed 

-  TMTA Senior Awards Applications Due to TMTA State Coordinator (forms 
online at  www.tmta.org) 

-  Installation of Officers for 2010-2011 
-  CMTA 2009-2010 Member of the Year Presented  
TMTA Senior Awards Applications due to TMTA State Coordinator (forms online 

at www.tmta.org) 
 
 

 

 

 June 7   CMTA Ensemble Concert and Awards Program at Ark Church in Conroe 
- CMTA Senior Awards and Scholarships presented 

- Recipient of CMTA Senior Scholarship for Continuing Studies in Music 
performs 

- CMTA Judy Collkns and Phylis Kypke Summer Camp Scholarships 
presented 

 

June 10-13
th   TMTA Convention in Arlington 
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April Program 
 

ñHow to Get Our Students Started on Writing Their 

Original Compositionsò 
 

.Linda Anthony, NCTM. ða 40-year veteran of teaching 

and a longtime member of Cypress Creek MTA, will 

present this timely, much-needed Lecture.  She has had 

a number of students win high honors in the TMTA 

Original Composition Competition through the years, 

and uses original compositions by her students in her 

annual Studio Recitals as well.  She will have handouts 

for all members in attendance to aid us in our pursuit 

and development of the composers of tomorrow! 

 

.Put this on your calendar as a òDo Not Missó Program!! !! .  
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Conroe Music Teachers Association 
General Meeting 

Friday, April 9, 2010 
9:30 a.m. 

Woodlands Pubic Library 
2101 Lake Robbins Dr. 

 
 

 
Call to Order 
 

Minutes from March 5, 2010 General Meeting 
 

Reports 
 Officers Reports 
 

 Previous Event Reports 
  Spring FestivalðLuanne Johns, NCTM 
  Playathon ï Holley King 
  Performance Contest Winners RecitalðPolly Beaver and Minnie Mosley 
  World of Music Test ï Sharon Callahan 
 

 Upcoming Event Reports 
CMTA Senior Awards & Scholarships ï Gena Hughey 
Betty Clampitt Piano Contest & Winners Recital ï Shirley Cheung 

  CMTA Piano Cash Award Contest ï Don Harris 
End of Year Dinner ï Polly Beaver 
EnsemblesðStephanie Teed 

  

New Business 
Bylaws Amendment Vote 
2010-2011 Officer Elections 
Member of the Year Election 

 

Other Business 
 

Adjournment of Business Meeting and Door Prize Drawing 
(Eligibility for door prize ï CMTA members present at 9:30 and adjournment) 
 

Program ï ñHelping Your Students Write Original Compositionsò by Linda Anthony 
 
 
 

Up-Coming Events 
April Dates to Remember 
 10th Betty Clampitt Piano Contest & Winners Recital 
 18th CMTA Piano Cash Award Contest 
 30th End of Year Dinner 
 

June Dates to Remember 
7th  CMTA Ensemble Concert and Awards ProgramðArk Church in Conroe 
 10th-13th  TMTA Convention in Arlington 
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CMTA April  Bulletin  Board (Part 1) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOTS of luck to all 

participants at semi-

finals, which will be 

held at the TMTA 

Convention in June. 

 

CMTA is VERY 

proud of the 

enthusiastic work of 

both students and 

teachers! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

End of Year Dinner ï Meeting ï Winners Recital  
 

 

Date:  Friday, Apr. 30
th

   

Time: 6:30 p.m. ð Dinner  

 7:00 p.m. ð Meeting and Installation of 2010-2011 Officers 

 7:30 p.m. ð Cash Award Winners Recital  

Location:  Timber Ridge Presbyterian Church, 7575 Alden Bridge Dr., 

 in the Woodlands  

Cost:  $12 per person 

 
 

 
 

 

Reservations and payment for the dinner are due to Polly Beaver by April 20th 
(Extended from April 15). Just like our other events, reservations will not be accepted 

past the deadline and refunds will not be given for cancellations.  
 

CMTA  offers a complimentary dinner to the Cash Award Contest winners but 

reservations from the students are still needed by April 20. Parents or family 

members attending the dinner with the students must pay for their meal and should 

submit their reservation and payment to Polly Beaver by April 20. 
 

Menu: Gazpacho Soup, Hawaiian Chicken, Crunchy Sweet and Sour Rice, Asparagus in 

Squash Rings, and Carrot Cake.   
 

(The dinner will be catered by Polly Beaver.) 

 

 

Bylaws  Amendment  Proposal (to be voted on at April 9 th   Meeting )  
 

The Executive Board of CMTA proposes the following Amendment to our Bylaws (in bold, red, 
italic font) effective upon acceptance by the general membership at our April 9, 2010 meeting. 
 

Article VIII, Section 2B: 
 

To be eligible for nomination for the office of President the member must have served on the 
CMTA Executive Board for a minimum of two out of the previous four years. In the event all 
members meeting this criteria decline the nomination of President, the nominations 

committee, president or executive board may approve the appointment of a 
member for this office. 
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CMTA April  Bulletin  Board (Part 2) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.Theory Tests Are 

Back!! 
 

   Anna Beth Choate 

says the spring theory 

tests (and some fall 

ones, too) are ready for 

pick-up at Music and 

Arts.  

   They are in the 

bottom drawer of the 

file cabinet across from 

the method books. The 

store has moved the file 

cabinet containing the 

CMTA drawer.  

   It is now all the way 

to the back wall and 

slightly to the right. 

The drawer is clearly 

labeled, ñCMTA.ò If 

you canôt find it, ask 

one of the employees 

and they will assist you. 

. 
 

 

 

Vote on New Officers and Member of Year Taken at April 9
th

 Meeting  
 

 At the March 5th meeting, a slate of officers was recommended by the Nominating 

Committee and approved by the general membership. The office of president was still open at that 

time. Since then, Sharon Callahan has reconsidered and happily agrees to accept the 

nomination for President. In addition, Becky Landreth, NCTM  just recently consented to being 

a nominee for Sharonôs previous Treasurer position. See next page for the complete updated 

Slate of Officers nominees. 

 Also at the March 5
th
 meeting, nominations for Member of the Year were taken. The top two 

nominees were Alecia Russell and Anna Beth Choate. See page 9 for more details and brief bios on 

the nominees. 

 Voting on the new Slate of Officers and MOY will take place at the April 9
th
 Meeting. 

(Officer nominations from the floor will also be received at that time before the vote.) 

 

 

Deligates for TMTA Delegate Assembly Chosen 
At the March Meeting the following members were 

chosen to represent CMTA as delegates to the 

TMTA Convention Delegate Assemblyd in 

Arlington this June: Alecia Russell and Piper Ward 
 

Alternaters (in this order) are Becky Landreth, NCTM 

and Sheryl Speelman,  
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Betty Clampitt Piano Contest Notice!! 

   Chairman Shirley Cheung reports that she has 

already sent the BC Contest Schedule and 
Teacher Work Assignment Sheet to all involved 
teachers. 
   If any teacher(s) failed to receive the 
information, they should email chairman at 
schpianos@gmail.com right away. 
 
 

 

Thank You CMTA Members!  

   Polly Beaver sends her most sincere words of 

thanks and appreciation to CMTA members for 

their warm and caring support in and around the 

recent passing of her dear mom. 

   She relates that she is very grateful for the 
prayers, cards, flowers and kind wordsðall of 
which were very helpful, tasteful and well timed.  
 
.    
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Nominees  for  Executive  Board 

2010 - 2011  

 

President  

Sharon Callahan 
 

Ist Vice Pres. ñ SA  

Anna Beth Choate 

 

2 nd  Vice Pres. ñ Membership  

Holley King 

 

3 rd  Vice Pres. ñ Programs  

Nadine Wilkinson 

 

Recording Secretary  

Minnie Mosley 

 

Treasurer  

Becky Landreth,NCTM 

 

Member at Large  

Polly Beaver 

 

Corresponding Secretary  

Donna Ryan 
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Nominees for CMTA Member of the Year Award  
(2009 -2010 ) 

 

Nominations were taken prior to, and at, the March, 2010 CMTA General Meeting for the Conroe 
MTA Member of the Year Award. There are many in CMTA who make great contributions to our 
organization, and some of those also received mention in the nomination process. We extend our 
thanks to each of you who contributed of your time and talent in 2009 -2010 to make CMTA a 
truly great organization, and to all w ho contributed to the surrounding communities with your 
music as well. The top two nominees are Alecia Russell and Anna Beth Choate. A brief description 
of each of these nominees is given below.  
 

VOTING  will be by secret ballot at the April meeting. If yo u are not able to attend the meeting, 
you may cast your ballot by mail or email PRIOR to the meeting time. Send your vote to Becky 
Landreth, Member of the Year Chairman, bklandreth@comcast.net. 
 

Alecia Russell  
 

Alecia Russell  is a charter member of CMTA and has held the offices of 2nd VP/Membership 

Chairman, Treasurer, Recording Secretary (numerous years), and is currently finishing her second 
term as President. As President, she serves as an ex-officio member of all committees except the 
nominating committ ee. This year, in addition to serving as President, she has also held the 
position of E-mail Notification Chairman and is a Director of one of the CMTA ensembles for 
convention. In the community, Alecia plays with the Conroe Symphony, for weddings, for 
funerals, and accompanies students at contests, as well as substitutes for area church pianists. 
She leads the music and plays the piano at a Sunday morning church service at an assisted living 
home in Conroe that she and her husband lead. Alecia enjoys sharing ideas with other teachers, 
and feels the events are fantastic for her students and provide opportunities that motivate and 
enrich. Alecia also feels that CMTA offers her the opportunity to grow as a teacher and as a 
person through meaningful friendships, monthly programs, workshops, and student events. She 
states, ñCMTA is a rewarding network of colleagues and friends who support each other and 
sharpen each other to become better teachers. I feel I have received much more from CMTA 
than I have given. Begin nominated for this award is an honor.ò 
 

Anna Beth Choate  

 
Anna Beth Choate  has been a member of CMTA since the Fall of 2004, when she reopened her 
private teaching studio for voice and piano after teaching junior high choir for five years. Anna 
Beth is finishing her second year as Theory Chairman for CMTA and also her first year to serve on 
the Executive as Parliamentarian. She loves being connected to other music teachers through 
CMTA who share her values and love of music. She believes that teaching music is to create a 
love for music in her students and at least to make them great audience members one day if not 
performers. Through CMTA, Anna Beth has been able to enhance her ability as a private teacher 
to offer her students more opportunities to perf orm and listen, expose the students and herself to 
new literature and performers, and she also has enjoyed the referral service for CMTA members. 
Anna Beth said, ñI enjoy the friendships. This association (CMTA) goes deeper than just 
professional affiliations as there is a great amount of compassion for fellow members.ò Although 
she teaches and adjudicates occasionally, her main focus is her young children:  
Christian (4  1/2 yr) and Faithe (3 months).  
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Betty Clampitt Piano Contest 
Saturday, April 10, 2010 

(1
st
, 2

nd
, and 3

rd
 Place Trophies plus HM Ribbons 

presented at 7:00 p.m. Winners Recital!) 
 

Third Annual  

CMTA Cash Award  Piano Competition 
Sunday, April 18, 2010 

($840.00 in cash awards to be presented!) 
 

 

A p r i l 

 

CMTA  Local  Competition Month 
 

(Good Luck to All Participants!!)  
-11-
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Congratulations to the Publication Contest winners and Outstanding writers!  Geoffrey Speelman won 

again with his paper, ñDo Jazz Me,ò along with Mary Ryan and her ñTwo kinds of Expression:  Father 

of Twelve Note Serialism.ò   
  
Elizabeth May and Arianna Shriftman took Outstanding Writer prizes with their papers on Henry 

Purcell along with Katharina Speelman with her ñOn Two Kinds of Expression,ò and Adarsh 

Annamaneni on his interview with Arnold Schoenberg.  
  
Jayden Kline produced an Excellent standing with his imaginative paper on the piano. 
  
The Winners and Outstanding writers will be published in a special Texas Music Teachers Association 

booklet.  If like last year, it should be available at the Convention.   Being a writer and having oneôs 

work published is quite a rare honor and opportunity.   
  
My congratulations to them all!  
  
Cheryl Schneider, chairman 
  

 
 

TMTA Publication Contest Winners for 2009-2010 !!  
 

 Name          Title       Teacher                     Score 
 

 

I-B Kline, Jayden Piano Schneider, Cheryl Excellent 
 
II-B May, Elizabeth Purcell Schneider, Cheryl Outstanding 
 

II-B Shriftman, Arianna Purcell Schneider, Cheryl Outstanding 
 

V-A Speelman, Katharina       2 Kinds Expre.  Outstanding 
 

V-B Annamaneni, Adarsh Schoenberg Schneider, Cheryl Outstanding 
 

V-B Ryan, Mary Schoenberg Schenider, Cheryl Winner 
 

VI-A Speelman, Geoffrey Blues Jazz Schenider, Cheryl Winner 
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Most motions and voting situations related the business aspects 
to our fine organization take place at our monthly General 

Meetings. Attend as often as you can so YOU can help ñCall the 
Shotsòðwe canôt do our best job without YOUR help! 
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Do your individual part to help CMTA leave a noteworthy reflection as large 
as the one above in our local, state, and national musical relationships! 
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